
Outcomes of the meeting of the Directors-general of hunting and game management 
of EU-28 countries on 1st and 2nd September 2015, in Prague 

 

Participating countries: Austria, Germany, Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, 
Slovakia, Hungary, France, Spain, Romania, Malta, Czech Republic, Croatia 
 
Other participants: Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation (FACE) 
 
Main points arising from the meeting: 
 
The meeting focused on discussing legislation, as well as practical approaches and best 
practice examples of game management and hunting 
 

 Problems arising as a result of overpopulation of hoofed game in Europe, 
particularly wild boar and red deer demand an effective response. Overpopulation 
leads to higher risk of epidemics and spread of diseases; for example African swine 
fever and tuberculosis of red deer, amongst other.  
 

a. Damages to forests and agricultural crops are also an issue.  Compensation 
mechanisms – various approaches are adopted. 

b. Use of innovative control methods and means and associated issues. 
Practices and hunting methods to control populations - e.g. driven hunts, night 
vision equipment and use of artificial light sources (in the case of wild boar), 
the use of silencers, shooting lanes, etc. may produce the required results. 
Different methods, including those presently banned, have their pros and 
cons. These methods need to be considered depending on the precise 
circumstances and context of each situation and the parameters of state 
legislation 

c. Cooperation across neighbouring hunting districts, cooperation amongst land 
users involved is very important to attain the desired management objectives 

d. Configuration of agricultural parcels and agricultural practices has a 
significant impact on game management practices. Some good practices were 
mentioned (e.g. five metre crop buffer zone in agricultural holdings in Hungary 
as pre-condition to qualify for game damage compensation) 
  

 Fitness check on EU Nature legislation: need for greater devolution of 
responsibility to Member States in the case of game management. Consideration of 
latest scientific status of species should directly feed into the review of nature 
legislation. There needs to be greater awareness of the costs of disputes arising as a 
result of legal interpretations (e.g. infringement procedures). There is a need for 
greater transparency in infringement procedures. Directives and associated 
guidance should provide greater legal clarity, and should cater for the different 
circumstances of the member states. Sustainable hunting and game management 
can provide an effective solution to several issues. There needs to be greater 
recognition of the positive role of hunting as a tool for biodiversity management.  
 

 Large carnivores populations: wolf 
 

a. Wolf population management: population increase in some countries causes 
considerable potential for conflicts with humans. 

b. Definition of “conservation status” is vague 
c. Social and economic dimensions must be considered alongside biological 

dimension. 



d. Potential for requests for re-classification of wolf from Annex 4 to Annex 5 
under Habitats Directive and from Annex 2 to Annex 3 of the Bern Convention 

e. There is a potential for common and holistic solutions to shared problems 
faced by different Member States. The situation calls for a shift from a piece-
meal “salami slicing” approach to a thorough consideration of the situation in a 
holistic manner 

f. In some countries, sustainable hunting is a key tool for the management of 
wolf populations. Behavioural patterns of large carnivores change in the 
absence of hunting as a conservation tool and such behavioural patterns may 
not always contribute positively to the management objectives.  

g. Importance of scientific data to guide the setting up of management objectives 
 

 

 Invasive alien species 
 

a. New list of IAS of Union Concern due to be adopted early in 2016. Member 
States are urged to review and engage in discussions on the proposed list. 
Hunting should be recognized as a conservation tool to help attain the 
objectives of control of IAS. 

 
 
Main focus for the next meeting on following topics: 

1. Fitness check of Birds and Habitats Directives 
2. AEWA - collaboration of countries on field of state administration and hunting 

association 
3. Hunting as a mitigating tool of invasive alien species 
4. Small game habitat management  

 
 
 

 


