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ON PLANT QUARANTINE AND PLANT PROTECTION 

Chapter 1
General Provisions

Article 1. Subject of the Law
The present Law regulates relationships in the field of plant quarantine and plant protection between the state authorized body of the Republic of Armenia (hereafter “Authorized body”) and physical and legal entities acting on the territory of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 2. Main Concepts used in this Law

The main concepts used in this Law are as follows:

Plants - whole plants and parts thereof, including seeds and germplasm (embryo);

Plant quarantine - complex of state measures for plant protection to prevent entry of the pests into the territory of the Republic of Armenia, which are especially injurious to plants, plant products and regulated articles, as well as to detect, localize and eradicate the infested areas;

Plant protection products - chemical and biological means used for pest prevention, control and eradication; 

Plant product - any unmanufactured natural raw material of plant origin (including cereals) included in the list of plants, plant products, seeds and planting materials considered as quarantine object, which is approved by the Government of the RA to ensure the quarantine safety, and manufactured products thereof which, being naturally or processed may create a risk for introduction and/or spread of pests.
Phytosanitary certificate - a certificate which attests compliance of plants, plant product and regulated articles with phytosanitary rules and norms of the importing country; 

Pest risk analysis - assessment of biological or scientific and economic evidence to determine the pest distribution;

Phytosanitary rules and norms - relevant requirements for plant quarantine which regulate activities of physical and legal entities in the sphere of plant quarantine;

Plant protection - a complex of pest control measures, including chemical and biological control methods, aimed at protection of environment, plant and animals; 

Plant inspection - visual examination of plants, plant products and other regulated articles to determine if pests are present or not;
Plant quarantine pest - a pest of potential economic importance to the area endangered thereby and not yet present there, or present but not widely distributed and being officially controlled; 

Plant pest - any species of disease, pests and weeds injurious to plants or plant products;

Plant quarantine area - an area where a quarantine pest is present and where quarantine control and phytosanitary combat activities are performed to prevent and eradicate a pest spread; 

Regulated non-quarantine pest - a non-quarantine pest whose presence in plants for planting affects the intended use of those plants with an economically unacceptable impact and therefore regulated within the territory of the importing country;

Import permit - an official document authorizing importation of a given product in accordance with phytosanitary requirements of importing country;

Pest control - enforcement of phytosanitary rules aimed at suppression, containment or eradication of quarantine pests, as well as control of regulated not quarantine pests;

Phytosanitary control - the complex of administrative and legal measures to ensure the enforcement of legislation by physical and legal entities; 

Border quarantine inspection post - subdivision of the State Inspectorate on Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection of the RA functioning at the border inspection posts, which implements phytosanitary control during import and export of plants, plant products and regulated articles at the state border, as well as protect the territory of the RA from introduction of pests from foreign countries;

Regulated articles - any plant, plant product, storage place, packaging material, container, conveyance, soil or any other object or material capable of harbouring or spreading pests, and which requires implementation of phytosanitary measures;

Phytosanitary expertise - laboratory examination of plants, plant products and regulated articles to reveal presents or absence of pests;

Checking of plants, plant products and regulated articles - inspection and sampling of plants, plant products and regulated articles for phytosanitary test to determine if pests are present or to identify pests.
Import (export) phytosanitary certificate - a certificate which is given at border inspection post in case of conformity of consignment to importing (exporting) country requirements

Article 3. Legislation on Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection

1. The relations in the area of plant quarantine and plant protection are regulated by the present Law and other legislative acts of the Republic of Armenia.

2. If other provisions are defined by international agreements of the Republic of Armenia, that are not established by the present Law, the provisions of the international agreements shall be applied. 

CHAPTER 2
State regulation in the Area of Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection

Article 4. Authorities of the Government of the Republic of Armenia in the area of Plant Quarantine and Plant protection

The authorities of the Government of the Republic of Armenia on Plant Protection and Quarantine are as follows:

1) ensuring state policy implementation; 

2) approval of state programs of international cooperation on plant quarantine and plant protection;

3) adoption of phytosanitary rules on plant quarantine and plant protection;

4) approval of state registration procedure for plant protection products

5) offset up procedure on expertise of plant protection products and establish forms of conclusion for their import or export 

6) plant quarantine declaration and revocation 

7) approval of regulation on uniform wearing for plant quarantine state inspectors 

8) adoption of other legal acts derived from this Law

Article 5. Powers of the authorized body in the area of plant quarantine and plant protection

In the area of plant quarantine and plant protection the authorized body shall:

1) approve a list of plant quarantine and regulated non-quarantine pests;

2) determine boundaries of the infested areas subjected to protection and supervision, control of quarantine pests of plants, plant products and other regulated articles, 

3) approve model forms of documents given to physical and legal entities by the authorized body in compliance with this Law (for sampling, decontamination, return, eradication acts, certificate of quarantine expertise, testing protocol, notification of prohibition of importing commodity, etc.);

4) approve model form of registry for the results of phytosanitary tests of plants, plant products and other regulated articles;

5) approve a list of plants and plant products which are subject to phytosanitary control;

6)  approve a list of plants, plant products and other objects the introduction of which shall be prohibited

7) supervise performance of phytosanitary rules for plant quarantine and plant protection 

8) provide conclusions to physical and legal entities on production, storage, sale, import and export of plant protection products based on test results;

9) organise plant quarantine and plant protection measures; 

10) examine and analyse the processes of production, processing, storage, transportation and sale of plants, plant products and regulated articles;

11) collaborate with international and other organizations;

12) ensure cooperation with state management and local self governance bodies; 

13) implement other authorities defined by legislation. 

CHAPTER 3
Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection in the Republic of Armenia

Article 6. Tasks of Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection

The tasks of Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection are as follows:

1)  to identify and eradicate plant quarantine pests and regulated non-quarantine pests in the territory of the Republic of Armenia

2) to prevent introduction and spread of plant quarantine pests into the territory of the Republic of Armenia; inspection of plants, plant products and other regulated articles, sampling for testing and plant protection measures
3) to ensure compliance with phytosanitary rules in importing, exporting, re-exporting and transit operations of plants, plant products and other regulated articles

4) to ensure phytosanitary rules and norms in production and processing of plants, plant products and other regulated articles, as well as in the trade points operating in the territory of the Republic of Armenia 

5) to take measures to predict, diagnose and prevent mass reproduction and spread of the pests 

6) improving phytosanitary conditions of agricultural and ornamental plants, forests, and ensuring exclusion of damage to ecologically clean yield, environment, flora and fauna. 

Article 7. State Registration of plant protection products

1. Plant protection products are subject to mandatory state registration.
2. Plant protection products shall be registered by the Authorized Body on the basis of conclusion given by the registration Commission for plant protection products (hereinafter referred to as Commission). The structure and authorities of the Commission shall be defined by the Government of the Republic of Armenia.

3. State registration of the new plant protection products in the Republic of Armenia is conducted if:

1) they have been continuously tested over two years in different climatic zones

2) a positive conclusion of the Commission is available

4. Plant protection products produced, tested and used in foreign countries shall be registered if a positive conclusion of the Commission is available.

5. The following documents are required for the conclusion on the registration of plant protection products:

1)  for new synthesized, tested plant protection products:

a) certificate on results of two-year field and laboratory testing under various soil climatic conditions of the Republic of Armenia; 

b) positive professional conclusion from authorised body of healthcare, nature protection, agriculture, science and education; 

2)  for state registration of plant protection products newly synthesized, tested and used in foreign countries:

a) trade name, active substance, form, producing company; 

b) registering country, registration date and number of registration, inclusion in the acting list;
c) application rate, treated subject, pest, treatment date, method and specifications, number of treatments, waiting time and limitations for usage;
d) hygienic norms of the plant protection products (daily allowable threshold rate in human organisms, allowable threshold quantity in soil, allowable threshold quantity in water reservoirs, allowable threshold quantity in the air of working zone, in atmosphere and allowable maximum level in food products);

e) methodologies for chemical expertise of plant production products and definition of residues, crystal-clear standard of active substances in the given plant protection products;

6. The format of Commission’s conclusion and submitting documents are approved by the Authorized body.

7. Testing of new plant protection products is conducted by the own means of physical and legal entities applying for registration.

8. Authorized body adopts a resolution on inclusion of plant protection product in the list of chemical and biological plant protection products permitted for use in the Republic of Armenia within ten days after receiving of positive conclusion from the Commission. 

9. Authorized body informs the applicant about registration of plant protection products or rejection within three days after receiving the Commission’s conclusion.

Article 8. Regulation on delivery of the resolution on import of plant protection products 

1. For the purpose of import of plant protection products the Authorized Body delivers a resolution within 24 hours after getting of testing results for each type of plant protection products indicated in the applicant’s statement; 

2. The testing of plant protection products is carried out by the own means of importing physical or legal entities; 

3. The resolution on import of plant protection products is delivered to the physical or legal entities only for plant protection products included in the list of chemical and biological products allowable for use in the Republic of Armenia;
4. To get a conclusion the physical or legal entities shall submit the following documents:

1) application;
2) for physical entities - passport, for entrepreneurs – copies of certificate;
3) for legal entities- copy of certificate on state registration;
4) description of importing plant protection products (name, code of commodity economic activity, quantity, date of issue, place of procurement).

5. The resolution on import of plant protection products is compiled in three copies, one copy is kept with the authorized body, the other two are given to the applicant.

6.
For submitting wrong information to get a conclusion on import of plant protection products an applicant shall be accountable according to the procedure defined by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia.

7.
The refusal of delivery of a resolution on import of plant protection products can be appealed in legal form.

8.
Lack of required documents specified by this Law or negative results of testing of plant protection products can be considered as a ground for refusal of delivery of a resolution on import of plant protection products.
Chapter 4

Obligations of physical and legal entities 

involved in agriculture in the Republic of Armenia

Article 9. Land cultivation, use of fertilizers and plant protection products, weed control

1. Physical and legal entities dealing with agricultural activities shall implement:

1) integrated measures for basic, presowing, postseeding, interrow cultivation;

2) integrated measures to prevent soil washout;

3) integrated measures to prevent secondary salinization and swamping;

4) maintenance of allowed level of subsoil waters, as well as prevention of excessive humidity during irrigation;

5) integrated measures for conservation of soil useful characteristics;

6) soil protection measures to prevent pollution by dangerous residues of fertilizers, chemicals and biopreparations;

7) integrated measures to make up a deficiency of the main soil nutritious elements (nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium);

8) activities ensuring phytosanitary safety during performance of integrated measures for fertilizing;

2. It is prohibited to:

1) import, sell and use of chemicals and biological agents which are not included in the list of chemical and biological products allowed for use in the Republic of Armenia, as well as of those included but expired ;

2) store fertilizers, chemicals and biological preparations in the warehouses and premises which do not meet the required phytosanitary norms; 

3) store chemicals and biological preparations together with food products, their simultaneous conveyances by the same container;

4) sell crop products containing not allowable quantity of chemicals, fertilizers.

Article 10. Production, import, sale and quality preservation of seed and planting material 

1. Physical and legal entities involved in agriculture shall ensure:

1) selection of land plot for production of seed and planting material;

2) crop rotation;

3) availability of quality certificate and of variety class of a seed and planting material (variety, hybrid, reproduction); 

4) release of varieties; 

5) pre-sowing cultivation of seed and planting material (cleaning, assortment, treatment) 

6) implementation of special measures on assessment of seed fields and nurseries (approbation): field surveys, determining special and variety clearance and uniformity, infestation with pests, diseases and weeds; 

7) implementation of integrated measures (packaging, labelling, quality and quarantine certificates) on import, conveyance, storage, sale and use of seed and planting material

2. Use of seed and planting material of unknown origin is prohibited.

Article 11. Control of quarantine and regulated non-quarantine pests 

1. Physical and legal entities involved in agriculture shall ensure:

1) implementation of integrated measures for control of the most dangerous quarantine and regulated non-quarantine pests, diseases and weeds in agricultural lands, sowings and perennial crops;
2) not exceeding the maximum allowable quantity of chemical residues in soil and plant products;

3) inspection and phytosanitary testing imported plants, plant products and other regulated articles considered as quarantine objects. 

3. It is prohibited to: 

1) use plant protection products which are not state registered in the Republic of Armenia, taken out usage, overdue or hazardous for human health and environment;

2) involvement of persons under 18, persons who did not pass medical examination and pregnant women in the works with chemicals;

3) use of treated seeds as food or forage;

4) import or export of plants, plant products and regulated articles from the quarantine areas of the republic without a quarantine certificate. 

CHAPTER 5

Rights and obligations of physical and legal entities 
in the area of plant quarantine and plant protection
Article 12. Rights of physical and legal entities

1. Plant protection can be performed by any physical or legal entity.

2. Physical and legal entities in the area of plant quarantine and plant protection have the rights to:

1) appeal the activities of State Inspectorate on Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection according to the procedure defined by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia;

2) get an appropriate explanation on their rights from the supervising authority 

3) not obey to those requirements of the state inspector which are beyond its authorities;

Article 13. Obligations of physical and legal entities

Physical and legal entities dealing with production, processing, storage, transportation and sale of plants, plant products and other regulated articles shall:

1) ensure the enforcement of phytosanitary rules defined by legislation;

2) not impede surveys and phytosanitary measures carried out by the State Inspectorate on Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection;

3) provide samples for phytosanitary testing in compliance with the procedures defined by legislation;
4) ensure implementation of measures on pest prevention of plants, plant products and other regulated articles and aimed at eradication of infested areas;
5) import, export, re-export or carry out transit transportation of plants, plant products and other regulated articles in compliance with this Law and other legal acts;
6) export, import of plants and plant products which are subjected to phytosanitary control in case of presence of phytosanitary certificate
7) import plants, plant products and other regulated articles in the availability of appropriate accompanying documents verifying their registration and use in the exporting country; 
8) import, export, produce, process, sale and convey only the plants, plant products and other regulated articles which underwent phytosanitary testing;

9) import, export and sale plant protection products registered in the Republic of Armenia, permitted for use and matching the required description;

10) perform other activities envisaged by this Law. 

CHAPTER 6
STATE CONTROL OVER PLANT QUARANTINE AND PLANT PROTECTION

Article 14. Functions of the state inspectorate of plant quarantine and plant protection 


The state inspectorate of plant quarantine and plant protection:

1) implement programs on Plant Protection and Quarantine;

2) verify conformity of imported, transit conveyances of plants, plant products and other regulated articles to phytosanitary certificates issued by the exporting country; 

3) within its authorities controls processes of storage, transportation, sale and use of plant protection products and fertilizers, as well as checks the allowed residual quantity of pesticides, nitrates and other chemicals; 

4) conducts regular monitoring in the territory of the Republic of Armenia to detect quarantine pests and prevent their spread; 

5) analyses phytosanitary situation in agricultural, ornamental plants and forest, informs state management and local self governance bodies, where necessary, as well as physical and legal entities about pest detection, prevention of spread and integrated control measures ;

6) prepares the list of quarantine and regulated non-quarantine pests which are absent or have limited distribution in the territory of the Republic of Armenia on the basis of pest risk analysis, and submits to the authorised body for approval;

7) undertakes preventive measures against sale, use of plant protection products that are not registered, taken out of use, harmful to the health of population and environment and controls activities implemented with violation of agrarian rules;

8) assists legal entities and natural persons in implementation of plant protection measures in land, production, commercial and storage areas and in other regulated articles;

9) issues import permits and phytosanitary certificates for import, export and re-export of plants, plant products and other regulated articles, which formats and issuing procedures are defined by the Government of the Republic of Armenia;

10) conduct supervision over land cultivation, production, import, sale, quality control of seed and planting material, use of fertilisers and combating of activities against prevailing and quarantine plant diseases, pests and weeds.

Article 15. Rights of the State Inspector of Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection

State Inspectors of Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection have the right to:

1) supervise implementation of measures stipulated by phytosanitary rules, in land, production, commercial areas, storage spaces and other regulated articles of physical and legal entities; 

2) demand a phytosanitary certificate from physical and legal entities when importing plants, plant products and other regulated articles;

3)  supervise disinfection of plants, plant products and other regulated articles in compliance with phytosanitary rules;

4) conduct inspections in compliance with the law on “Organizing and implementing inspections in the Republic of Armenia”;

5) check conformity of transit and re-exporting consignments of plants, plant products and other regulated articles to phytosanitary rules in the cases stipulated by this Law and other laws;
6) check enforcement of the phytosanitary rules at trade points selling plant products, seed and planting material, check availability of proper phytosanitary conditions for sale, prohibit sale of plant products, seed and planting material that are non correspondent to the phytosanitary rules. The plant products which have been considered to be non suitable from the phytosanitary point of view, should be sent for technical processing or eradication, and seed and planting material for disinfection or eradication;

7) conduct state phytosanitary control on plant, plant products and regulated articles moved through border post; 

8) provide instructions and conduct control over their fulfilment in quarantine zones to liquidate the revealed violations and shortcomings related to plant quarantine and plant protection legislation.

Article 16. Duties and Responsibilities of the State Inspector on Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection

1. The State Inspector on Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection shall:

1) inspect imported and exported plants, plant products and other regulated articles at the border inspection points and verify compliance with the submitted documents, take samples for phytosanitary testing in accordance with the established procedures;

2) to issue phytosanitary certificate and import permit to physical and legal entities during export, import and re-export of plants, plant products and other regulated articles;

3) not disclose confidential information about physical and legal entities;

4) compensate for losses or damages caused to physical and legal entities through their fault.

5) analyses phytosanitary situation in agricultural, ornamental plants and forest, informs state management and local self governance bodies, where necessary, as well as physical and legal entities about pest detection, prevention of spread and integrated control measures;
6) control sale and use of plant protection products that are not registered, out of use, expired and prohibited;

7) check allowed residual quantity of pesticides, nitrates and other chemicals in plant products during sales;

8) control the process of import of plants, plant products and other regulated articles in the territory of the Republic of Armenia to prevent introduction of quarantine pests; 

9) control the process of export of plants, plant products and other regulated articles from the territory of the Republic of Armenia to ensure the compliance with phytosanitary requirement of importing country: 

10) wear uniform while performing their duties.

2. The State plant quarantine and plant protection inspector accounts in accordance with Law for improper performance of duties, exceeding authorities, disclosing information containing state and commercial secrets.

Article 17. State registration of physical and legal entities producing, selling, importing, exporting plants, plant products and other regulated articles

1. In the field of plant quarantine and plant protection physical and legal entities producing, selling, importing, exporting plants, plant products and other regulated articles for commercial purposes should be registered by the Plant quarantine and plant protection state inspectorate of the authorized body through registration in the register (hereafter register);

2. The registration data should be updated every year;

3. The authorized body approves format and procedures of register. 

CHAPTER 7

Plant quarantine Declaration and Revocation measures

Article 18. Plant Quarantine Declaration

1. The Authorized Body submits a proposal on declaration of plant quarantine to the Government of the Republic of Armenia based on the conclusion made as a result of monitoring implemented in the territory of the Republic of Armenia by the State inspectorate on Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection to reveal, eradicate and prevent spread of plant quarantine pests; 

2. Plant quarantine is declared in the territory of the republic, marz, community, neighbourhood or organization’s area or in the part of it;

3. The revealed pests, infestation level, assessment of possible damage, borders of quarantine, list of proposed measures, implementing bodies and participation of physical and legal entities should be mentioned in the conclusion;

4. Provisional working group with the participation of representatives of state management and local self-governance bodies is established in accordance to the decision of the authorized body;

5. The authorized body approves the list of quarantine measures;

6. In case of plant quarantine declaration the outflow of plants, plant products and other regulated articles as well as entry and exit of vehicles related to the latter shall be restricted from and to the quarantine area. 

7. The territorial subdivision of Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection State Inspectorate shall conduct phytosanitary measures in the quarantine zone for eradication of quarantine pests, disinfestations of regulated articles to prevent spread of quarantine pests in the territory of the Republic of Armenia;

8. Movement of plants, plant products, seed and planting materials from quarantine zone should be implemented under the control of plant quarantine and plant protection state inspectorate;

9. Movement of seed and planting materials from quarantine zone without a phytosanitary certificate is prohibited. The products moved without certificate should be disinfected or destroyed where necessary.

10.  The establishment of nurseries in the quarantine zones, not surveyed areas, areas close to infested perennial crops, and collection of grafters and stocks from not surveyed areas without an act issued by the Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection Inspectorate are forbidden;

11. Each nursery should have a journal for quarantine control to register the results of quarantine surveys of grown and sold planting material and information on absence of quarantine pest and on mandatory measures; 

12.  Physical and legal entities involved in production, collection, transportation, storage and selling of plants, plant products, seed and planting materials shall organize and implement pest control measures under the direct control of State inspectorate of plant quarantine and plant protection. 

Article 19. Control measures applied in the quarantine zone

1. The following activities are carried out in the quarantine zone:

1) Disinfection (disinfestation) or eradication of plants, plant products and other regulated articles

2) Movement of plants, plant products and other regulated articles from quarantine zone as well as entry and exit of transportation means related to them is restricted or prohibited; 

2. State inspector on plant quarantine and plant protection shall provide instructions regarding enforcement of this Law and control its implementation;

3. Plant quarantine is revoked in case of pest eradication and implementation of appropriate measures, by recommendation of the authorized body based on the conclusion of State Inspectorate on Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection;

4. Information on plant quarantine declaration and revocation should be presented through radio, television, and other means of mass media.
CHAPTER 8

PHYTOSANITARY CONTROL OVER IMPORTED, EXPORTED, TRANSIT AND RE-EXPORTED PLANTS, PLANT PRODUCTS AND OTHER REGULATED ARTICLES
Article 20. Phytosanitary control of plants, plant products and other regulated articles Imported to and re-exported from the Republic of Armenia

1) Entry of plants, plant products and other regulated articles into the Republic of Armenia through border points is permitted only after conducting a phytosanitary inspection.

2) Customs clearance for plants, plant products and other regulated articles is given only after the phytosanitary inspection, if a certificate verifying conformity with phytosanitary norms is available.

3) Importing of agricultural, forest and ornamental plants and their products into the Republic of Armenia is permitted if a phytosanitary certificate issued by the exporting country and a phytosanitary import certificate issued by the state inspectorate on Plant Quarantine and Plant Protection are available, with the exception of accompanied baggage of less than 50 kg (excluding seed and planting materials).

4) Plants, plant products and other regulated articles imported for exhibition are subjected to phytosanitary inspection and phytosanitary expertise at the border points of the Republic of Armenia and at the exhibition sites. 

5) Physical entities shall provide plants, plant products and other regulated articles of 10 kg or more in their hand luggage for phytosanitary inspection at the customs border points of the Republic of Armenia.

6) State inspector on plant quarantine and plant protection shall forbid the entry of plants, plant products and other regulated articles into the Republic of Armenia if quarantine organisms are detected.

7) State inspector on plant quarantine and plant protection shall determine the pest existence in plants, plant products and other regulated articles imported through border inspection posts within 24 hours after getting the necessary documents for each consignment and taking samples, and immediately issue an import phytosanitary certificate..

8) The inspection of imported plants, plant products and other regulated articles is made by State inspector on plant quarantine and plant protection at the border inspection posts before unloading of transport means for customs inspection, and samples for phytosanitary testing are taken after unloading according to the procedures approved by the Government of the Republic of Armenia.

9) Plants, plant products and other regulated articles infected by quarantine and other pests which can not be efficiently disinfected or treated are subjected to return or eradication according to the owner’s choice. At the border post state inspector on plant quarantine and plant protection shall draw up an act in compliance with format approved by the authorized body. 

10) State inspector on plant quarantine and plant protection shall stamp the associated documents on imported consignments which passed phytosanitary testing.

11) Plants, plant products and other regulated articles imported from the courtiers where quarantine pests occur which are not registered in the Republic of Armenia, should be subjected to phytosanitary expertise both in the border inspection post and at the point of final destination.

12) One copy of the documents (certificate, act) issued by the state inspector on plant quarantine and plant protection should be attached to the accompanying documents of the commodity; one copy should be kept by the state inspector on plant quarantine and plant protection.

13) In case of re-export of plants, plant products and regulated articles the phytosanitary re-export certificated shall be issued in compliance with the requirements of the importing country.

Article 21. Phytosanitary Control over Exported Plants, plant products and other regulated articles

1. Export of plants, plant products and other regulated articles, is realized according to the phytosanitary requirements of importing country and shall be permitted in case of availability of the export phytosanitary certificate, which shall be issued by State Inspector of Plant Quarantine for each type of consignment;
2. The exporter shall apply to the state inspectorate of plant quarantine and plant protection to obtain an export phytosanitary certificate; which considers the application within three days after receiving the application and inform the applicant about results;

3. Phytosanitary control over exporting consignments is conducted at the points of initial loading or at the border inspection posts of the Republic of Armenia;

4. Phytosanitary export certificate is issued in three copies, the first copy is given to the supplier, the others are kept by the customs authority and the state inspectorate;
5. Phytosanitary export certificate for plants, plant products and other regulated articles is issued in case of compliance with the phytosanitary requirements of the imported country;
6. Phytosanitary export certificate for plants, plant products and other regulated articles is considered invalid if there are unverified changes and amendments;
7. Phytosanitary export certificate for plants, plant products and regulated articles is valid within 14 days from the date of issuance till removal outside of the country; 
8. State inspector on plant quarantine and plant protection stamps the documents accompanying the exported consignments, which passed phytosanitary inspection.
Article 22. Phytosanitary Control over Transit Plants, Plant Product and Other Regulated Articles

1. Transit plants, plant products and other regulated articles shall not be subject to phytosanitary control in the border inspection posts of the Republic of Armenia if they are packed in closed and sealed containers excluding the possibility of leaking.
2. If plants, plant products and other regulated articles are in such packages or containers, from which the penetration of pests into the environment is possible, they are subject to compulsory phytosanitary inspection.

Chapter 9

Disinfestation and suppression of plants, plant products and other regulated articles

Article 23. Disinfection and suppression of plants, plant products and other regulated articles

1. Contaminated plants, plant products or other regulated articles or those suspected of a disease shall be disinfected or suppressed in compliance with the phytosanitary rules, based on conclusion of the state inspector of the Plant Quarantine Service in the result of phytosanitary expertise to prevent the entry, spread of pests and to eliminate infestation, 

2. State Inspector on Plant Quarantine shall determine the necessity, place (border post, point of selling or receiving) and method of disinfection of plants, plant products and other regulated articles. 

3. Expenditures related to disinfection and suppression of plants, plant products and other regulated articles shall be made according to the procedure approved by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia.

Chapter 10
LIABILITies FOR the VIOLATION OF THis lAW
Article 24. Liabilities for the violation of this Law
Persons acted in violation of this Law shall bear responsibilities according to the procedures established by law. Liabilities applied for violation of plant quarantine and plant protection legislation does not disclaim the responsibilities for removing infringements and compensation for damage

Chapter 11

Final Provisions
Article 25. Entry into force
1. The present Law shall enter into force after 10 days following its official publication.

2. The Law of the Republic of Armenia on “Plant Protection and Plant Quarantine” No HO- 46, dated March 20, 2000 shall be considered void from the moment of entry into force of the present Law.

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

              R. KOCHARYAN
          December 16, 2006

                   Yerevan
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